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DEMOGRAPHIC



Iowa & National Comparison
Opportunity Index | 2018 



Child Demographic Data | 2018
Iowa

Source: National KIDS COUNT | KIDS COUNT Data Center, datacenter.kidscount.org
A project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation



Child Demographic Data
Iowa & National Comparison



Child Demographic by Race & Age in Iowa | 0 – 4 Years



Child Demographic by Race & Age | 0 – 4 Years 
Iowa & National Comparison



Child Demographic by Race & Age in Iowa | 5 – 11 Years 

National Kids COUNT
KIDS COUNT Data Center, datacenter.kidscount.org 
A project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation



Child Demographic by Race & Age | 5 – 11 Years 
Iowa & National Comparison



Child Demographic by Race & Age | 12 – 17 Years  

National Kids COUNT
KIDS COUNT Data Center, datacenter.kidscount.org
A project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation



Child Demographic by Race & Age | 12 – 17 Years  
Iowa & National Comparison



ECONOMIC



Opportunity Index | 2018 
Iowa & National Comparison

This index was jointly developed by Child Trends and the Forum for Youth Investment’s Opportunity Nation Campaign.



Iowa & National Comparison
Opportunity Index | 2018 



Children in Poverty by Race & Ethnicity in Iowa



Children Living In Households with a High Housing Cost 
Burden by Race in Iowa

Definitions:
Children living in 
households with a high 
housing cost burden is 
the percent of children 
under age 18 who live 
in households where 
more than 30 percent 
of monthly household 
pretax income is spent 
on housing-related 
expenses, including 
rent, mortgage 
payments, taxes and 
insurance by the 
child's race and 
ethnicity.



Cost of Living in Iowa

Source: The Cost of Living in Iowa (2018).  Iowa Policy Project. 



Parents Are Working

Source: Kids Count Data Center (2017). The Annie E. Casey Foundation

IOWA NATIONAL
Children living in low-income with 
no parents working 2% 4%



Poverty in our Schools

Source: Iowa Department of Education. (2018-2019).

IOWA

Percentage of children eligible for Free or Reduced Lunch 43%



Available Child Care

IOWA NATIONAL

Children Under the Age of 6 75% 66%

Children ages 6-12 76% 67%

Iowa leads the nation with the number of children 
with all available parents working outside the home:

Source: Kids Count Data Center (2017). The Annie E. Casey Foundation



Iowa & National Comparison
Opportunity Index | 2018 



Labor Statistics | May 2018 
Iowa Specific Data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics

POSITION EMPLOYMENT MEAN HOURLY 
WAGE

MEAN HOURLY 
WAGE

ANNUAL MEAN 
WAGE

Marriage and Family Therapist 680 $23.75 $25.98 $54,030

Substance Abuse, Behavioral Disorder, 
and Mental Health Counselor 2,510 $20.19 $22.88 $47,600

Counselors, All Other 290 $15.40 $19.24 $40,010

Child, Family, and School Social 
Workers 2,930 $18.87 $21.50 $44,720

Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Social Workers 870 $21.58 $22.87 $47,580

Social Workers, All Other 320 $32.12 $29.55 $61,460

Social and Human Service Assistants 4,660 $15.68 $16.84 $35,030

Community Health Workers 330 $17.54 $18.29 $38,050

Community and Social Services 
Specialists, All Other 1,020 $16.92 $17.86 $37,160



EDUCATION



Iowa & National Comparison
Opportunity Index | 2018 



Fourth Graders Who Scored Below Proficient 
Reading Level by Race
Iowa & National comparison



Eighth Graders Who Scored Below Proficient 
Math Achievement Level by Race in Iowa



Eighth Graders Who Scored Below Proficient 
Math Achievement Level by Race
Iowa & National comparison



Teens Ages 16 to 19 Who Are Not In School and Are Not 
High School Graduates by Race in Iowa



Teens Ages 16 to 19 Who Are Not In School and Are Not 
High School Graduates by Race
Iowa & National comparison



2018-2019 Total Student Population
Iowa Education Data

RACE TOTAL 
POPULATION

% OF 
POPULATION IEP %

African American 32,422 6% 10%

American Indian 1,933 < 1% < 1%

Asian 13,116 3% 1%

Hispanic 56,832 11% 12%

Multi- Race 21,514 4% 5%

Pacific Islander 1,555 < 1% < 1%

White 387,452 75% 70%
GENDER

Female 249,597 48% 35%

Male 265,227 52% 65%

PUBLIC

PK - 12

2018-2019 TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION | 514,824

SCHOOL DISTRICTS | 330

Largest District 
Des Moines, Polk County | 32,789
Smallest District 
Diagonal, Ringgold County | 103

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2018 -2019 TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION | 33,365

# OF SCHOOLS | 189

NON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

NON-PUBLIC

PK - 12



Iowa Education Data

IMMIGRANT STUDENT POPULATION
TOTAL # 4,924
TOTAL % 1%

LARGEST DISTRICTS %
POSTVILLE 10.1% 
IOWA CITY 6.8%
STORM LAKE 6.3%
DENISON 5.3%
PERRY 5.2%

ELL ENROLLMENT
TOTAL # 31,242
TOTAL % 6.5%

LARGEST DISTRICTS %
DENISON 47.7%
STORM LAKE 42.8%
MARSHALLTOWN 37.4%
POSTVILLE 36.1%
COLUMBUS 31.6%

EN

2018-2019 Total Student Population



Iowa Education Data
2018-2019 Total Student Population

FREE OR REDUCED LUNCH
TOTAL % QUALIFY 43 %

LARGEST % OF POPULATION POSTVILLE, 100%

LOWEST % OF POPULATION GILBERT, 9.5%



Total Student Population
Iowa Education Data

RACE IN SCHOOL 
SUSPENSION

OUT OF SCHOOL 
SUSPENSION

African American 8% 11%
American Indian 6% 4%
Asian or Pacific Islander 2% 1%
Hispanic 5% 3%
Multi- Race 5% 5%
White 3% 2%

SUSPENSION / EXPULSION RATES | 2017-2018
TOTAL # 52,908

TOP 5 DISTRICTS WITH LARGEST 
# OF SUSPENSION / EXPULSION
DES MOINES 6,272

DAVENPORT 4,887

WATERLOO 4,211

COUNCIL BLUFFS 3,444

CEDAR RAPIDS 2,747

Source: Kids Count Data Center (2017). 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation

SUSPENSION / EXPULSION RATES | 2013-2014



HEALTH
PHYSICAL / MENTAL / 
BEHAVIORAL / 
HEALTHCARE



Iowa & National Comparison
Opportunity Index | 2018 



Children’s Behavioral Health System

Source: Iowa Department of Human Services.  Children’s System State Board Strategic Plan.  (2018).

VISION
All Iowa children will life safe, healthy, successful lives with their families and friends, and in their schools 
and communities and have access to an array of behavioral health core services and supports that they 
need.

MISSION
The Children’s Behavioral Health System will improve Iowa’s well-being as a whole; build healthy, resilient 
children and families; and provide educational growth through an array of behavioral health services and 
supports across systems in Iowa.

Iowa will create and sustain a high quality Children’s Behavioral Health System driven by defined outcomes 
that provides comprehensive education and screening, effective services and supports, coordinated 
governance, and robust funding.

REASON TO ACT
The health, safety, and welfare of Iowa’s children are of utmost importance. Access to an array of services 
and supports is essential. The current children’s behavioral health system is inadequate to address our 
children’s behavioral health needs. Iowa has the opportunity to become a leader in children’s behavioral 
health services and as a result attract and retain residents and businesses.



Youth Mental Health Data

Source: Kids Count Data Center (2017). The Annie E. Casey Foundation

IOWA NATIONAL
YOUTH STATE RANKING 18

YOUTH WITH AT LEAST ONE MAJOR DEPRESSIVE EPISODE (MDE) IN THE 
PAST YEAR 14.09% 12.63%

YOUTH WITH SEVERE MAJOR DEPRESSIVE EPISIDE 9.2% 8.7%

YOUTH WITH SUBSTANCE ABUSE DISORDER IN THE PAST YEAR 4.78% 4.61%

YOUTH WITH MDE AND DID NOT RECEIVE MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 58.3% 61.5%

YOUTH WITH SEVERE MDE WHO RECEIVED SOME CONSISTENT 
TREATMENT
*High % associated with positive outcomes

29.4% 25.1%

STUDENTS IDENTIFIED WITH EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE FOR AN IEP
*High % associated with positive outcomes

12.91% 7.36%



FOSTER 
CARE & 
ADOPTION



Children In Foster Care by Race and Hispanic Origin in Iowa



Children Entering Foster Care by Race and Hispanic Origin 
in Iowa



Children Exiting Foster Care by Race and Hispanic Origin in 
Iowa



Children In Foster Care by Age Group in Iowa



Children Entering Foster Care by Age Group in Iowa



Children Exiting Foster Care by Age Group in Iowa



Child Welfare Trends | Fiscal Year 2017

PROFILE | Click a profile to be directed to the data sheet.

Child Maltreatment

Foster Care

Adoption from Foster Care

Kinship Caregiving

State-level data for understanding child welfare in the United States
State-level data for understanding child welfare in the United States from ChildTrends
offers a comprehensive resource, that provides state and national data on child 
maltreatment, foster care, kinship caregiving, and adoption. This resource compiles 
critical data from a variety of sources on children, youth, and families who came in 
contact with the child welfare system in federal fiscal year (FY) 2017.



KINSHIP 
CARE



The Children 

• 20,000 (3%) children live with a relative with no parent present.
• 40,508 (5.6% children under 18 live in homes where householders are grandparents or other 

relatives.
§ 31,828 (4.4%) of these children live with grandparents.
§ 8,680 (1.2%) of these children live with other relatives.

Source: Grandfamilies.org, a project of the American Bar Association, Center on Children and the Law, Generations 
United, and Casey Family Programs

Grandfamilies / Kinship Data in Iowa
June of 2017 and May of 2018



Grandfamilies / Kinship Data in Iowa

15,927 grandparents are householders responsible for their grandchildren who live with them.  Of these:

• Race / Ethnicity
• 13,411 (84.2%) are white (not Hispanic or Latino)
• 844 (5.3%) are black or African American
• 1,258 (7.9%) are Hispanic or Latino origin
• 175 (1.1%) are Asian
• 159 (1.0%) are American Indian or Alaska Native
• 0 (0.0%) are Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander
• 127 (0.8%) are multiracial
• 478 (3.0%) are some other race

• 6,196 (38.9%) do not have parents present.
• 10,161 (63.8%) are under age 60.
• 10,257 (64.4%) are in the workforce.
• 2,532 (15.9%) are in poverty.
• 3,807 (23.9%) have a disability.
• 4,125 (25.9%) are unmarried.

The Grandparents

Source: Grandfamilies.org, a project of the American Bar Association, Center on Children and the Law, 
Generations United, and Casey Family Programs

June of 2017 and May of 2018



Child Welfare Trends | Fiscal Year 2017

PROFILE | Click a profile to be directed to the data sheet.

Child Maltreatment

Foster Care

Adoption from Foster Care

Kinship Caregiving

State-level data for understanding child welfare in the United States
State-level data for understanding child welfare in the United States from ChildTrends
offers a comprehensive resource, that provides state and national data on child 
maltreatment, foster care, kinship caregiving, and adoption. This resource compiles 
critical data from a variety of sources on children, youth, and families who came in 
contact with the child welfare system in federal fiscal year (FY) 2017.



JUVENILE 
DETENTION



Youth Residing in Juvenile Detention, Correctional 
and/or Residential Facilities by Race in Iowa 



Youth Residing in Juvenile Detention, Correctional and/or 
Residential Facilities by Race 
Iowa & National comparison



DHS CHILD 
WELFARE 
SYSTEM



DHS by the Numbers – SFY19

Source: Iowa Department of Human Services.  Request for Proposal: Family Centered Services.  Attachment L. (2019).

FSRP Invoices Safety Invoices
AGE Removal In-home Total Removal In-home Total
0-2 11286 7024 18310 113 305 418
3-5 7989 5216 13205 50 141 191
6-8 4515 3546 8061 23 89 112
9-11 3351 2953 6304 12 67 79

12-14 3180 2164 5344 16 60 76
15-18 4749 1386 6135 0 0 0
19+ 34 2 36 6 38 44

Total 35104 22291 57395 220 700 920

FSRP Invoices = 61% Removal Safety Invoices = 24% Removal



Workforce Data

Source: Coalition for Family & Children Services in Iowa Salary Survey.  (2018).

CHILD WELFARE PROVIDER AGENCIES:
FSRP/SP 8
CWES 14
FGCS 13
SAL 3
RRTS 2
PARENT PARTNERS 1
COMMUNITY CARES 1
AFTERCARE SERVICES 1
IOWA FOSTER CARE YOUTH COUNCIL 1

CHILD WELFARE WORKFORCE: 6,995
TOTAL AGENCY PAYROLL: $198 Million



CHILD 
WELFARE 
FINANCING



State Funding Profiles CWFSS FY 2016

Source: childtrends.org | Child Welfare Financing Survey SFY 2016

CLICK IMAGE FOR DETAILS.



State Funding Profiles CWFSS FY 2016 | Iowa

Source: childtrends.org | Child Welfare Financing Survey SFY 2016



Iowa Funding Profile | SFY 2016

Source: childtrends.org | Child Welfare Agency Spending SFY 2016: Iowa

CLICK IMAGE FOR DETAILS.



REGIONS



Iowa Department of Human Services | Service Area 2017



MHDS Regions | July 1, 2018



District Courts in Iowa 



VC DATAWALK
REFLECTIONS



DATA ILLUSTRATES 
RACIAL BIAS 
IN IOWA SYSTEMS THAT 
NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED.



SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS 
SHOW UP AT A HIGH LEVEL IN THE DATA.



SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS 
DO NOT SEEM TO BE A HIGH PRIORITY IN 
IOWA’S FFPSA IMPLEMENTATION.



MORE THAN 50% OF 
FOSTER CARE ENTRIES
ARE FOR CHILDREN UNDER AGE 5.

WHAT SHOULD THIS MEAN 
FOR FFPSA IMPLEMENTATION?



IOWA CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM 
STAKEHOLDERS  NEED TO USE 
DATA TO CHANGE 
PRACTICES.



DATA SHOULD  
DRIVE DECISION 
MAKING.



THERE ARE ROOT CAUSES 
TO FAMILIES BECOMING INVOLVED 
IN THE CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM.



SYSTEM STAKEHOLDERS NEED TO 
WORK TOGETHER TO ADDRESS 
ROOT CAUSES & PREVENT 
CHILD MALTREATMENT. 



THERE IS NO MEDICAID FUNDING 
FLOWING THROUGH CHILD WELFARE IN IOWA.



This data set was compiled by Saint Francis Ministries 
and the Coalition for Family and Children Services in Iowa 
with support from the Mid-Iowa Health Foundation.


